FEDERAL VOTING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

VOTING ASSISTANCE GUIDE - THANKYOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

The 2026-2027 Voting Assistance Guide is in the field for use for the 2026 election cycle.

The Guide is a compilation of absentee voting regulations, laws, deadlines, and procedures
across all US. states, territories, and the District of Columbia. As the primary source of state-
specific absentee voting information for citizens covered by UOCAVA, the Guide continues
to be a critical resource for both Voting Assistance Officers and visitors to FVAP.gov in
successfully completing required forms and finding their election office contact information.
We appreciate the great collaboration last year with state election offices through the OgEORaL
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multiple stages of coordination to ensure accurate and up-to-date information. 2501 A0y
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EVENTS - JEOLC

In January, FVAP participated in the Joint Election Official Liaison
Committee Conference. During the conference, FVAP presented
observations from the 2024 election, updates, and changes for
the 2026 election cycle as well as support, tools, and resources
available to state and local election officials. FVAP will continue to
engage with election officials and other UOCAVA stakeholders to
provide support, transparent communications, and opportunities
for cooperation all toward increasing UOCAVA awareness and
success.

NATIONAL, STATE, AND LOCAL CONFERENCES

FVAP may be available to send an in-person briefer to your
upcoming meetings and conferences of election officials for in-
person training. Also, as many election offices are bringing on new
full-time and temporary staff this election year, FVAP.gov hosts an
online training module for staff members involved in assisting in
the administration of the UOCAVA absentee voting process. This
30-minute training can also serve as a good refresher for more
seasoned staff. The training is available by visiting our website
here: https://www.fvap.gov/eo/training. If you have any questions,
feedback, or recommendations for the online training module,
please reach out to FVAP so we can assist.

VOTING ASSISTANCE TRAINING WORKSHOPS

FVAP conducts trainings for Voting Assistance Officers (VAOs) for military
installations, embassies, and consulates every federal election year as part of
fulfilling UOCAVA requirements. As we have done in the past, FVAP plans to invite
election officials from jurisdictions near military installations to the workshops. This
will give VAOs the chance to hear directly from election officials while giving election
officials the opportunity to hear firsthand about the obstacles and concerns of active
duty voters. This is also a great opportunity for any new election staff to learn more
about the UOCAVA absentee voting process. FVAP is currently finalizing locations
and dates. If you have any questions, please contact FVAP at vote@fvap.gov. We will
reach out directly as we enter the planning period.
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FVAP RELEASES - 2024 REPORT TO CONGRESS AND TECHNICAL DATA REPORTS

The FVAP’s 2024 Post-Election Report to Congress confirms that the program'’s efforts continue to contribute to voter success among absent
military members, their families, and U.S. citizens abroad. The report demonstrates how FVAP continued to expand awareness and use of voting
assistance resources while working to reduce voting obstacles for citizens covered by the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act
(UOCAVA).

After every federal general election, FVAP conducts a series of post-election surveys with different stakeholder groups and analyzes state and
federal election data to evaluate the experience of military and overseas voters — and the impact that FVAP and DoD voting resources have on
their experience

Highlights from the 2024 General Election:

- The 2024 voter registration rate for active-duty military members was 67 percent, a three-point decrease from 2020 (70 percent). This
difference is not statistically significant.

«  The 2024 voter participation rate for active-duty military members was 42 percent, down from the 47 percent voter participation rate for
the 2020 General Election. This difference is statistically significant.

«  Active-duty military members who received assistance from a Department resource were significantly more likely to submit an absentee
ballot than ADM who did not receive such assistance. (resources include FVAP, Unit Voting Assistance Officers, and Installation Voter
Assistance Offices) This consistent finding across the last seven general election cycles speaks to the importance and effectiveness of efforts
by FVAP and the Military Departments and Services to raise awareness of available resources and provide direct assistance.

«  The 2024 estimated ballot request rate for overseas citizens was 15.0 percent, a slight decrease from 2020, when an estimated 15.8 percent
of overseas citizens requested an absentee ballot.

«  The 2024 estimated voter participation rate for overseas citizens was 11 percent, slightly higher than the estimated 10.5 percent voter
participation rate for the 2020 General Election.

+  The 2024 "Overseas Citizen Population Analysis” conducted by FVAP estimated that there were 3.3 million U.S. citizens living overseas in
2024. This represents a 15 percent increase of estimated U.S. citizens since 2010.

The most frequently reported challenges experienced by U.S. citizen voters living overseas were having difficulty figuring out how to vote, not
knowing which U.S. address to use, and feeling that the voting process was too complicated. The full report is available here: https://www.fvap.
gov/uploads/FVAP/Reports/RTC_2024.pdf

In addition to the Report to Congress, FVAP released the individual survey technical reports:

State Election Official - a customer service-focused, census-type survey that is sent after every U.S. general election. The final technical report is
available here: https://www.fvap.gov/uploads/FVAP/Reports/2024-PEVS-SEO-Technical-Report.pdf

Overseas Citizen Population Survey allows FVAP to learn more about the U.S. overseas citizen population and the ways in which they navigate
the voting process. The full technical report is located here: https://www.fvap.gov/uploads/FVAP/Reports/2024-OCPA-Technical-Report.pdf

Active Duty Military - focuses on voting experience of military members stationed away from their voting jurisdiction. The full technical report is
located here: https://www.fvap.gov/uploads/FVAP/Reports/2024-PEVS-ADM-Technical-Report.pdf

Voting Assistance Officers - collects data on voting assistance provided and the work they do as part of their official duties. The full technical
report is located here: https://www.fvap.gov/uploads/FVAP/Reports/2024-PEVS-VAO-Technical-Report.pdf

These surveys allow FVAP to accurately fulfill its reporting requirements under UOCAVA, focusing on individuals covered by UOCAVA and
the network that supports them. Previous reports can be found here: https://www.fvap.gov/info/reports-surveys. In the meantime, we are
here to answer any of your questions about past reports and any data FVAP collects - just email vote@fvap.gov or reach out to Sara Hedlund
(sara.m.hedlund.civ@mail.mil).
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