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SECTION I – Summary of Comprehensive’s Effectivess 
 
As mandated by the Federal Voting Assistance Program under the Department of 
Defense, this section contains Rhode Island’s Executive Summary briefly summarizing 
the effectiveness of the Comprehensive Plan.  
 
We developed a comprehensive plan whereby UOCAVA voters were able download 
their ballot and related materials and mail or fax their voted ballot back to Rhode Island. 

 
The Office of the Secretary of State modified its mail ballot module in its state central 
voter registration system (CVRS).  This modification allowed the CVRS to separate and 
clearly identify UOCAVA mail ballot applicants from regular mail ballot applicants to 
better assist UOCAVA voters in receiving their ballot as close to the 45-day deadline as 
possible. 

 
We also modified our current VIC (Voter Information Center) on our website to better 
assist UOCAVA voters in (1) tracking the status of their mail ballot application and voted 
ballot, and (2) receiving their ballot as close to the 45-day deadline as possible. 

 
With respect to tracking ballot status, the Secretary of State’s VIC allowed every mail 
ballot applicant to follow the travel of their ballot, i.e. date their mail ballot application 
was received by local board; date local board certified application to SOS; date SOS 
mailed ballot; and date BOE received voted ballot.  Accordingly, UOCAVA voters were  
able to track the travel of their ballot. 

 
Through our VIC, we gave UOCAVA voters the ability to print the PDF of their official 
mail ballot.  While official printed ballots were not available until 35 days before the 
election, the official PDF from which a ballot was printed was available and posted on 
our UOCAVA VIC website by September 24, 2010, which was 39 days before the 
November Election.  
 
In addition, we posted PDFs of the required oath envelop and return mailing address label 
as well as any and all other pertinent voting instructions and cover sheets that allowed 
UOCAVA voters the ability to vote their ballot and mail it back to the State Board of 
Elections in accordance with RIGL 17-20-6.1 as close to the 45-day transit period as 
possible. 
 
Additionally, if the UOCAVA applicant faxed his/her mail ballot application/FPCA, 
he/she was given the option to download the informational files and forms necessary for 
the applicant to fax his/her voted ballot to Rhode Island. 
 
Rhode Island also continued the practice of sending the official state blank ballots when 
the official ballot was not yet printed. UOCAVA voters who reqeusted a ballot were sent 
a blank ballot by mail prior to the 45th day before an election; and when the official ballot 
became available they were also sent the official ballot by mail.  UOCAVA voters who 
requested a ballot by fax were sent a blank ballot by mail and fax prior to the 45th day 
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before the election; and when the official ballot became available they were also sent the 
official ballot by mail and fax.  Additionally, UOCAVA voters were allowed by law to 
use the FWAB.  
 
Federal law required a transit time of 45 days for the delivery and receipt of the official 
federal ballot.  Our UOCAVA VIC system provided for an immediate receipt of the 
voter’s official ballot starting September 24th and a 1 day transit time to return their ballot 
if the voter faxed it back or a 39 transit time to return their ballot if they chose to mail it 
back to Rhode Island. 
 
As per the attached report, by October 3, 2010, there were 366 UOCAVA blank ballots 
mailed and/or faxed to UOCAVA voters.  On the 39th day before the Election (September 
24th) , all 366 UOCAVA voters had access to their official ballot through our UOCAVA 
VIC website. 
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SECTION II – Quantitative Results of Comprehensive Plan 
 
As mandated by the Federal Voting Assistance Program under the Department of 
Defense, this section contains information from Rhode Island’s two previously submitted 
reports:  Ballot Delivery Certification and Post Election Report.  
 
As indicated in the following attachments: 
Item 3:  Ballot Delivery Certification Report Filed with FVAP on October 3, 2010 and  
Item 4:  Post Election Report Filed with FVAP on February 11, 2011 
 
The Office of the Secretary of State issued official blank ballots by mail to 366 
UOCAVA voters of which 9 also requested and received facsmile ballots and the State 
Board of Elections received and counted 313 ballots from UOCAVA voters. 
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SECTION III – Narrative Explaining How Comprehensive Plan Provided 
UOCAVA Voters Sufficient Opportunity to Receive, Vote and Return Their Ballots 
 
As mandated by the Federal Voting Assistance Program under the Department of 
Defense, this section provides Rhode Island  the opportunity to discuss the effectiveness 
of the Comprehensive Plan, including discussion regarding any challenges UOCAVA 
voters faced in receiving, voting and returning their ballots.  
 
The attached Item 6:  Mail Ballot Statistics for November 2010 and Item 7:  Summary of 
UOCAVA Ballots Received by Board of Elections provide the statistics relative to Rhode 
Island’s mail ballot application procedure for November 2010. 
 
As reported in our attached Mail Ballot Statistics for November 2010, the state sent out a 
total of 10,647 mail ballots under 7 categories with an average return of 86%.   
 
In explanation of these categories: 
Category 1 voters returned 89% of their ballots.  These are voters who were out of state 
or out of the country. 
 
Category 2 voters returned 66% of their ballots.  These are voters who attend college 
within Rhode Island. 
 
Category 3 voters returned 85% of their ballots.  These are voters who qualified due to 
illness who voted in-state. 
 
Category 4 voters returned 40% of their ballots.  These are voters who qualified under 
tenets of their religion. 
 
Category 5 voters returned 84% of their ballots. These are voters confined to nursing 
homes who voted with the assistance of a state bi-partisan pair. 
 
There were no applicants in category 6 which is the category for individuals not 
convicted of a felony but incarcerated while awaiting trial can apply for a mail ballot. 
 
Category 7 voters returned 68% of their ballots.  These voters are UOCAVA individuals 
who used our state application rather than an FPCA. 
 
Category 8 voters returned 92% of their ballots. These are voters who worked at the polls 
on election day and were allowed to vote by mail ballot prior to election day. 
 
With respect to our Summary of UOCAVA Ballots Received by Board of Elections 
provide the statistics relative to Rhode Island’s mail ballot application procedure for 
November 2010, there were a total of 468 UOCAVA offiical ballots sent by mail of 
which 13 were returned as undeliverable with no forwarding address.   
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Of the 455 ballots that reached the voters, 269 of those official ballots were returned to 
the Board of Elections by 9 pm on Election night and were counted.  An additional 44 
ballots of various types (FWAB, 45-day blank and UOCAVA VIC) were also received by 
9 pm and counted by the State Board.  The percentage of UOCAVA ballots received and 
counted was 69% of the total number of official ballots delivered to UOCAVA voters. 
 
In comparison to the other categories of mail ballot voters, Rhode Island UOCAVA 
voters equally as successful in returning their ballots – there was no major drop off in 
ballots returned as compared to the other categories. 
 
As indicated in our Item 5 attached report, there were 5 inquiries from UOCAVA voters 
with all 5 of the individuals casting their ballot. 
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SECTION IV – Conclusion 
 
As mandated by the Federal Voting Assistance Program under the Department of 
Defense, this section provides Rhode Island  the opportunity to report any conclusions 
reached regarding the implementation and effect of the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
 
Based upon the majority of returned ballots, it appears that the UOCAVA voters for the 
most part were able to receive their official mail ballot, vote it and return it to the Board 
of Elections by 9 pm.  There were only 18 ballots that were received too late to count. 
 
We did notice that several of the 269 voters that received and voted the official ballot also 
returned some of the other forms available (FWAB, faxes, UOCAVA VIC, etc) as well as 
the official ballot.  The official ballot was the ballot counted by law. 
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