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Military Voting Assistance Officers

Self-Administered Training



2

Welcome to the 2010-2011 Voting Assistance 

Officer Training. This training provides information   

to help you carry out your duties as a Voting    

Assistance Officer (VAO) and conduct a 

successful voting assistance program.
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üThis training program consists of five main sections: 

üUOCAVA, FVAP and You;

üThe Absentee Voting Process;

üThe Role of the Military Voting Assistance Officer;

üAvailable Resources;  

üQuick Review and Certification
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During the 2010 election cycle, a number of 

important offices and items will go before the voters

ü38 United States Senators

üAll Members of the U.S. House of Representatives

ü39 State and Territorial Governors

üState and Local Offices

üBallot Questions and Referenda
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Recent Elections Potentially Decided by UOCAVA 

Voters: 

ü2000: Florida Presidential Election;

ü2006: Virginia U.S. Senate Election;

ü2008: Alaska U.S. Senate Election;

ü2008: Minnesota U.S. Senate Election;

ü2009: New York 20th Cong. District Special Election.

The margin of victory in many elections is small than the 

total number of votes cast by UOCAVA Voters!
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üThe Director, Federal Voting Assistance Program 
(FVAP), administers the Uniformed and Overseas 
Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) on behalf of the 
Secretary of Defense.

üUOCAVA requires each Federal department and agency 
with personnel covered by the Act to have a voting 
assistance program.

üThe FVAP biennial Voting Action Plan and Department of 
Defense Directive 1000.4 establish policy and guidelines 
to assist you in carrying out an effective voting 
assistance program.

üYour job as a VAO is to help to ensure that citizens 
understand their voting rights and how to register and 
vote absentee under UOCAVA.
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ü UOCAVA requires States and territories to allow citizens 

covered under the Act to register and vote absentee for 

Federal offices.

ü States and territories have their own laws that allow UOCAVA

citizens to vote in State and local elections.  

ü U.S. citizens allowed to vote under UOCAVA include: 
üMembers of the U.S. Uniformed Services (on active duty) and 

Merchant Marine;

üTheir family members.

üU.S. citizens residing outside the U.S.

ü UOCAVA covers more than six million potential voters 

worldwide.
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The goals of the FVAP and VAOs worldwide are:
üInforming and educating U.S. citizens worldwide of their 

right to vote;

üFostering voting participation;  

üProtecting the integrity of, and enhancing, the electoral 
process at the Federal, State, and local levels, and;

üPromoting effectiveness and efficiency in the administration 
of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting 
Act (UOCAVA).

18+ 18+
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Immediate Objectives:

ü1st: UOCAVA voting success rates to equal or 

exceed general population rates
üIncrease absentee ballot cast rate;

üDecrease registration/absentee ballot request failure 

rate;

üIncrease FWAB utilization/success rate.

ü2nd: UOCAVA voter participation rate to equal 

or exceed general population (by age group)
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