














Pub, Law 2954 -2-
A1l B9 S5tat, 58%,

Statistionl
data.

Presidential
designes,

Report,

{6) authorize and instruct the State or local election officials,
upon receipt of the post card application provided pursusnt to
this Act, to mail immediately to the applicant a ballot, instructions
for voting and returning the ballot, and a self-addressed envelope;

(7? provide that there be printed across the face of each
envelope in which a ballot is sent two parallel horizontal red
bars, each cne-quarter inch wide, extending from one side of the
envelope to the other side, with an intervening space of one-

uarter inch, the top bar to be one and one-quarter inches from
the top of the envelope, and with the words “Official Election
Balloting Material—via Air Mail”, or similar language, between
the bars; that there be printed in the upper right corner of each
such envelops, in s box, the words “KFree of U, 8. Postage,
Including Air Mail"; that all printing on the face of each such
envelope be in red; and that there be printed in red in the upper
left corner of each State ballot envelope an appropriate inscrip-
tion or blanks for return address of sender; _

(8) provide that the gummed flap of the State envelope sup-
plied for the return of the ballot be separated by a wax pufer or
other appropriate protective insert from the remaining balloting
material and that there be included in State voting instructions &
procedure to be followed by absentee voters, such as notation of
the facts on the back of the envelope duly signed by the voter and
witnessing officer, in instances of adhesion of the balloting
material;

(9) reduce in size and weight of paper, as much as possible,
envelopes, ballots, and instructions for voting cl)rocedure;

(10) for the purposes of this Act, authorized onths required by
State law to be administered and attested by any commissioned
officer in the active service of the Armed Forces, or any member
of the merchant marine of the United States designated for this
purpose by the Secretary of Commerce, or any civilian official
empowered by State or Federa! law to administer oaths;

8‘1) include in State voting instructions express information
concerning the type or types of writing instruments which may
be usgtlad todmark the sbsentee ballet, preferably pen or indelibfe

encil; an ,
P (12) provide that absentee ballots will be.available for mailing
to the applicant as soon as practicable before the last date on
which such ballot will be connted.

Skc. 103. It is recommended that each of the several States make
available to the officer designated by the President under section 201
of this Act appropriate statistical data to assist him in compiling
comprehensive information of operations under this Act.

TITLE 1T

FEDERAL RESPONSIBILITIES

Sec. 201, The President is hereby authorized to designate, with
grovision for redelegation, the head {hereinafter referred to as the

residential designee} of any executive department or agency to coor-
dinate and facilitate such actions as may be required to discharge
Federal responsibilities under this Act. The Presidential designee
is nuthorized to request from other executive departments and agencies
suchs assistance as he deems necessary to effectuate the purposes of this
Act, and shall submit a report to the President and to the Congress
in odd-numbered years, Such report shall cover the administration of
Federa] responsibilities authorized under this title, the progress of the
States in carrying out the recommendations contained in title I, sta-
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tistical data velating to absentee voting, and such other information
as the Presidentinl designee may consider appropriate.

Seo. 202, The Presic{-ént.inl desigmee shall request, annually or more
often when appropriate, each State to furnish him with current
nbsentee voting information for such State, Such information shall
include election dates, officers to be elected, constitutional amendments,
and other proposals to be voted on, absentee registration and voting

- procedures, and other relevant data, As soon as possible after receipt
of such information, he shall furnish it to the departments and agen-
vies of the executive branch affected by this Act. Such degartments
and ngencies are authorized to reprint and distribute such information
to the extent necessary,

Sec. 203. Al Government officials shall, to the extent practicable
and compatible with their primary responsibilities, cooperate with
lhe Presidential designee in carrying out the pur{:oses of this Act.
All such officinls shall, as far as practicable, take all reasonable meas-
ures to expedite, transmit, deliver, and return post cards, ballots,
envelopes, and instructions for voting procedures mailed to or by
persons to whom this Act is applicable.  In addition, and as requested

y the Presidential designee, it shall be the duty of—

(1) the Attorney General to cooperate and advise with the
Council of State (Governments in the formulation of drafts of
State legislation desi(éned to implement the recommendations for
State action contained in this Act;

(2) the Administrator of General Services to cause to be printed
and distributed post cards for use in accordance with the pro-
visions of this Act. Such post cards shall, wherever practicable
and compatible with other operations, be made available by the
department or agency concerned to persons to whom this Act is
.applicable for use at any general election at which electors for

resident and Vice President or Senators and Representatives are
to be voted for. For use in such elections post cards shall be
made available outside the territorial limits of the United States
not Jater than August 15 prior to the election and within the
territorinl Himits of the United States not later than September
15 prior to the election. To the extent practicable and compatible
with other operations, post cards shall alse be made available
at appropriate times to such persons for use in other general,
primary, and special elections; and :

&3) the Postmaster General and the heads of the departments
and agencies concerned, where practicable and compatible with
their operations, to facilitate the transmission of balloting mate-
rial to and from persons to whom this Act is epplicable. Ballots
executed outside the Tnited States by persons to whom this Aet
is applicable shall be returned by priority airmail wherever
practicable, and such mail ma¥ be segregated from other forms
of mail and placed in special bags marked with special tags
printed and distributed by the Postmaster General for this

urpose,
; ]Slmc. 21()}4. The form of the Federal post eard application shall be as
ollows:

(2) The cards shall be approximately nine and one-half by four
und one-eighth inches in size.

{b) Upon one side, perpendicular to the long dimension of the card,
there sha'll be printed in black type the following:
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FILL QUYT BOTH SIDES OF CARD

POST CARD ADPPLICATION FOR ABSENTEE BALLOT
Btate or C wealth of ...

———

(lz"lll In nawme of Btate or Commonwealth}
{1} I herchy reauest an sbaentee ballot to vote in the comlug election :
(ARRERAL) PRIMARY)® (SPNCIAL) RLECTION
‘ (Btrike out inapplicable words)
(2} * I a hallot I8 requested for & primary election, print your poiftical l:::::j
party afiliation or preference in this hox:
{1f primary election s necret In your State, do not answer)

{8) I am a citizen of the Unlied States, eligible to vote In above Btate, and am:

&, A member of the Armed ¥orces of the Unilted States EZ::::I

b. A member of the merchant marine of the United States [:::_”:"_"[

©. A momber of o religlous or welfare organization aaa!stluk E::::i
servicemen . . .

4. A civiilan emplosred by the Unlted Stotes Qovernment out- C:
tide the United States (continental)
&, ;l bggoum or dependent of & person Hsted in (al, {b), or (o)} - [:::::}
o ) ) ; '

f. A spovee or dependent realding with s person deseribed tn l:: I
{d} above ‘ L

{4} 1 wes born on

{7 {Month) 0 e -
(8) For ... yours preceding tha above election my home (not milliary) resldence in the
nbove State hag been R

R
The voting precinct or election dll(strlct for thia z

(8) Remarks: {Hnter if known)

(7) Mall iy baliot o the Yoliowing oficial addresd ; "

(Unit (Co., 8q."Frp., Bn., Ete.), Governthental Agency, or Ofiee) -~~~

{Niilitaty fiase, Station, Gamp, Fort, Shiy, Alcfeid, ste.)

(Streel No, AP0, or FPO Noj)

, (City: Poital %one. &nd State) : i

{8) 1 am 'NOT requesting a Wallot trom any other State and am not voting In any other
manner in thig election, except by absentee process, and have not voted and do not
fntend to vote th this election at ahy other address )

(Full name, typed or printed, with rank or grade, and service nomber)
(11} Subacribed and swotrh to before me on

“(Day, monih, &0d year)
{Signature of ofelal admlnisterln-f - '(iﬁé&'&r"?fﬁ(e&‘ name of olelal
oath) . admlnistering oath)
""(Title or rank, service number, And organization of adminlafering oftelal}
. IHBTEVCTIONS
your votlug officer In regard to the votlog laws of your
Bente and absentee registration and voting d

rocedure,
B. Type or print all entries exeept stsnaturea.p FILL OUT BOTH SIDES OF CARD.
C. .‘erreas card to Prnper State official. Your voting officer or commanding officer wik

urnish you his title and address.
your State wiil sccept your application.

A, Before filing out thin form mee

Ir. Meli card as soon ag
, NO postage ta required for the card.
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(e) Upon the other side of the card there shall be printed in red
type the following:
: FILL OUT BOTH SIDES OF THE CARD

o e e 4 B o e 1 FRER OF U, B, Postage
(Unit, Gov, Agency, or Ofiide) Iacluding Alr Mail

{Clity, Postal Zone, féta_taf_
-

OFFICIAL BLECTION BALLOTING MATERIAL--VIA AIR MAIL

To:

{Fivis of Bicotion Ofcinl)
(County or fl‘owns_hip}
o ‘ " {Gity or Town, State) -

Skc. 205, The previously authorized Federal post card form shall be Elestion for
utilized prior to and in connection with the election for Members of fenbers of
Congress next ensuing nfter the date of enactment of this Actf, ang “onevess.
the Presidential designee shall initiate gction to make such forms
available to departments and agencies having a need therefor. There-
after only the post card form authorized in this Act shall be utilized.

TITLE IIX

DEFINTTIONS AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Sec. 301, As used in this Act— ‘

gi) The term “Armed Forces” menns the uniformed services as
defined in section 102 of the Career Compensation Act of 1949 (63 37 USC 231,
Stat. 804), as amended. '

(2) The term “members of the merchant marine of the United
States” means persons (other than members of the Armed Forces)
employed as officers or members of crews of vessels documented under
the laws of the United States, or of vessels owned by the United States,
or of vessels of foreign-fing registry under charter to or control of the
United States, and persons (other than members of the Armed Forces)
enrolled with the United States for employment, or for training for
employment, or maintained by the United States for emergency relief
service, ns officers or members of crews of any such vessels; but does
not include persons so employed, or enrolled for such employment or
for training for such employment, or maintained for such emergency
relief -service, on the Great Lakes or the Inland waterways.

(3) The term “dependent” means any person who is in fact a
dependent, -

. 302, Official post cards, ballots, voting instructions, and en-
velopes referred to in this Act, whether transmitted individually or
in bulk, shall be free of postage, including air-mail postage, in the
TUnited States mails.

Src. 303, Every individual concerned with the administration of
this Act shall take all necessary steps to prevent fraud, to protect
voters against coercion of any sort, and to safeguard the integrity and
secrecy of ballots cast.
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Aots in good  Skc. 304, Noact done in Focd fuith under this Act by a Person serv-

fatth, ato. ing in or with the Federal or military service of the United States
in the exercise of his judgment us to what was iaract.icnble and com-
patible with military, merchant marine, or other Federal govern-
mental operations, shall constitute & violntion of any provision of law
relating to the elective franchise.

Skc. 308, It shall be unlawful for. any commissioned, noncommis-
sioned, warrant, or petty officer in the Armed Forces (1) to attempt
to influence any member of the Armed Forces to vote or not to vote
for an particular candidate, or 82) to require any member of the
Armed Forces to march to any polling place or place of voting, but
nothing in this Act shall be deemed to prohibit free discussion regard-
ing political issues or candidates for public office.

Separabllity, SEC. 306, If any provision of this Act or the application of such
provision to any person or circumstance shall be held invelid, the
validity of the remainder of the Act snd the applicability of such
gfoviﬁion to other persons or circumstances shall not be affected

ereby.

Repeal, Sec. 307, The Act entitled “An Act to provide for a method of
voting, in time of war, by members of the land and naval forces absent

50 ysc 301- from the place of their residence”, approved September 16, 1942 (56

355, Stat. 758}, ns amended, is repealed.
Appropriam Sec. 308. There are hereby authorized to be sppropriated such
tion, funds as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this Act.

Approved August 9, 1955,
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June 18, 1968

An Act

To amend the Federal Voting Assistance Act of 1955 so a8 to recommend to the
several States that its abventee reglstration and voting procedures be extended
to all citizens temporarily residing nbroad. :

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 101
of the Federal Voting Assistance Act of 1955 (50 U.S.C. 1451) is
liereby amended by striking out paragraphs (3) and (4) and insert-
ing in lieu thereof a new paragraph (3) as follows;

Absentee
voting.
69 Stat. 584,

82 STAT. 180

(8) Citizens of the United States temporarily residing outside the
territorial limits of the United States and the District of Columbia
and their spouses and dependents when residing with or accompany-
ing them.” .

Sec. 2. Section 204(b) of the Federal Voting Assistance Act of
1955 (50 U.S.C. 1464) is hereby amended by striking out subpara-
graphs (3) ¢, d, e, and f. and inserting in lieu thereof new subpara-
graphs (3) c., d., and e, as follows:

%o, A citizen of the United States temporarily residing outside

of the territorial limits of the United States and the District
of Columbia . . (¥}

“d, A spouse or dependent of & person listed in (a) or (b) above []

“a. A spouse or dependent residing with or accompanying &

person described in (¢) gbove”.

Approved June 18, 1968.
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Public Law 90-344
90th Congress, S. 1581
June 18, 1968

An At

To amend the Federal Voting Assistance Aet of 1070 (89 Stat. 0B4).

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Federal
Voting Assistance Act of 1955 (69 Stat. 584) is amended as follows:

(1) Clause (10) of section 102 is amended to read as follows:

“(10) for the purposes of this Aect, authorize oaths required
by State law to be administered and attested by any commissioned
og‘mer in the active service of the Armed Forces, any member
of the merchant marine of the United States designated for this
purpose by the Secretary of Commerce, the head of any depart-
ment or agency of the United States, any civilian official em-
powered by State or Federal law to administer onths, or any
civilian employee designated by the head of any department or
agency of the United States.” ' '

{2} The following new section is inserted after section 103:

“Sec. 104. It is recommended that each of the several States permit
an?r person covered by section 101(1) of this Act who is otherwise
fully qualified to register and vote in the State to acquire legal resi-
dence in that State, notwithstanding his residence on a military instal-
lation, and to register and vote in local, State, and national elections.”

(3) Clause (2} of section 203 is amended to read as follows:

“(2) the Administrator of General Services to cause to be
printed and distributed post cards for use in accordance with the
grovisions of this Act. Such post cards shall be delivered by the

epartment or agency concerned to persons to whom this Act is
applicable for use at any general election at which electors for
President and Vice President or Senators and Representatives are
to be voted for. For use in such elections, post cards shall be in the
hands of the persons concerned not later than August 15 before
the election if they are outside the territorial limits of the {Inited
States and not later than September 15 before the election if they
are inside the territorial limits of the United States. To the extent
practicable and compatible with other operations, post cards shall
also be made available at appropriate times to such persons for
use in other general, primary, and special elections; and”,

(4) Clause (b) of section 204 is amended by amending item (5) of
the Federal post card application to read as follows: ‘

“(8) For .... years preceding the sbove election my home (not military)

resldence ip the above State has been... -— ———
{Sireet and number or rural route, ete,)

in the county or parish of .o, The voting precinet or

election distriet for this residence Is.. - e "
. {Enter {{ known)

(5) Clause (b) of section 204 is amended by amending item (7) of
the Federal post card ballot to read as follows:

“{7} Mall my ballot to the following official address:
For those assigned in the C.8.:

. e e e o 2 e n b 7 i e —

{APO or FPO number)

Federal Voting
hsgistance Aot,
of 1955, amends
mant,

Oaths.

50 USC 1452,

50 USC 1453,
Personnel re-
siding on mil-
itary installa~
tions,

50 USC 1451,

Administrative
reasponsibility,
50 USC 14623,

82 STAT, 181
82 STAT. 18

Federal post

card appliocation,

50 USC 1464,
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Pub. Law 90-344 -2 - June 18, 1968
B2 STAT. 182

69 Stat, 588, SG) Clause (c) of section 204 is amended to read as follows:
50 USG 1484, “(¢) Upon the other side of the card there shall be printed in red
: type the following:

FILL OUT BOTH S81DES OF THE CARD

FREH of U.B. Postage
Including Afr Mall

Officlal
Malling
Address

OFFICIAL ELECTION BALLOTING MATERIAL—~VIA AIR MAIL

To:

{Title of Election Oficlal)

————————

) (County or Township)

(City or Town, State)
Approved June 18, 1968,
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